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Acts 15:11-17 
“We believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved in the 
same manner as they.”  Then all the multitude kept silent and listened to Barnabas 
and Paul declaring how many miracles and wonders God had worked through 
them among the Gentiles. 
And after they had become silent, James answered, saying, "Men and brethren, 
listen to me: Simon has declared how God at the first visited the Gentiles to take 
out of them a people for His name. And with this the words of the prophets agree, 
just as it is written: 'After! this I will return and will rebuild the tabernacle of David, 
which has fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will set it up;  So that the rest 
of mankind may seek the Lord, even all the Gentiles who are called by My name, 
says the Lord who does all these things.'  
 
Amos 9:11-13 
"On that day I will raise up the tabernacle of David, which has fallen down, and 
repair its damages; I will raise up its ruins, and rebuild it as in the days of old;  
That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and all the Gentiles who are called 
by My name,” says the Lord who does this thing.  
“Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “When the plowman shall overtake 
the reaper, and the treader of grapes him who sows seed; the mountains shall drip 
with sweet wine, and all the hills shall flow with it.” 
 
1 Chronicles 16:1-4 
So they brought the ark of God, and set it in the midst of the tabernacle that David 
had erected for it. Then they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before God.  
And when David had finished offering the burnt offerings and the peace offerings, 
he blessed the people in the name of the Lord. Then he distributed to everyone of 
Israel, both man and woman, to everyone a loaf of bread, a piece of meat, and a 
cake of raisins. And he appointed some of the Levites to minister before the ark of 
the Lord, to commemorate, to thank, and to praise the Lord God of Israel.  
 
REAL CHURCH LIFE DEFINED BY THREE THINGS: 
 
1. Real church is defined by the manifest presence of God 

 
THE ARK OF THE COVENANT 
 
1 Chronicles 16:1 
So they brought the ark of God, and set it in the midst of the tabernacle that David 
had erected for it. Then they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before God. 
 
OMNI-PRESENCE OF GOD 
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Psalm 139:7-8 
Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I 
ascend into heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there.  
 
MANIFEST PRESENCE OF GOD 
 
Psalm 51:10-11 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not 
cast me away from Your presence, and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.  
 
JESUS IS OUR ARK OF THE COVENANT 
 
Romans 3:25 
…in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, 
to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed 
over the sins that were previously committed. 
 
1 John 4:10 
In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins.  
 
2. Real church is defined by a priesthood 

 
1 Chronicles 16:4 
He appointed some of the Levites to minister before the ark of the Lord, to 
commemorate, to thank, and to praise the Lord God of Israel: 
 
1 Peter 2:5-9 
You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. Therefore it is 
also contained in the Scripture, "Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, 
precious, and he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame."  
Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, 
"The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone," and "A 
stone of stumbling and a rock of offense." They stumble, being disobedient to the 
word, to which they also were appointed.  
But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 
people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light.  

 
3. Real church is defined by ministry to the Lord 

 
1 Chronicles 16:4 
He appointed some of the Levites to minister before the ark of the Lord, to 
commemorate, to thank, and to praise the Lord God of Israel: 
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Acts 13:1-3 
Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain prophets and teachers: 
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been 
brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 
As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, "Now separate to 
Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." Then, having 
fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away.  
 
Acts 16:25 
But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:25 
And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he 
will worship God and report that God is truly among you.  


